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DR. BEECHER’'S LETTER 10 MR. BEMAN. 


(Concluded from page 517.) 


VII. Bold, or imprudent expressions in the ar 
dor of preaching, or under the provocation of op- 
position, or in the delirious exuliation of spiritual 
pride. The pre eminent importance of religion 
and the soul, may tempt a map to pour conteinpt 
on all carefulness about style and well selected 
epithets; but if negligence in this respect may 
destroy souls as well as save thein, then the more 
important the soul, the more important it is that 
in none of these respects we offeud and destr 
those for whom Christ died. 

VILi. Language of unbecoming familiarity 
with God in prayer. Such a thing is possible in 
good men, but it is piety degenerated and mingled 
commonly with carnal affection or spiritual pride. 
A just sense of ourselves and of God, will produce 
any thing rather than irreverent familiarity. 
in heaven pure spirits veil their faces aud adore, 
shall not mortal man, whose eye by faith seeth 
God, abhor himself? The difference between 
bumble and presumptuous boldness is immense ; 
and no frequency of real spiritual access and 
communion with God, can possibly breed irrever- 
ent familiarity. For a man, then, to talk to his 
Maker about wen and things in the dialect mure 
familiar and divested of reverence than a well 
educated child would adopt in addressing an 
earthly parent, is utterly inadmissible. 

IX. Coarse, blunt, and vulgar expressions.— 
These, if indulged by good men, indicate or infal- 
libly produce the want of that delicacy of feeling. 
which, next to conscience and piety, is our great- 
est safe-guard against impropriety; and when 
coupled with religion, adorns the doctrine of God 
our Saviour: and though some ears may not be 
offended, there are always, in every assembly, 
some that will be; and though some souls may 
not be injured by it, why should it be indulged, 
when these might be as much benefitted by other 
language, while many may be offended and per- 
haps destroyed by it? Say not it is their own 
fault: for though it may be that they ought not 
to have been so offended as to have rejected the 
truth, yet if we, knowing the liability of men to 
be thus offended and injured, proceed wilfully to 
create the offence, the wo may belong to them by 
whom the offence cometh, as really as to those 
who are criminally offended. My own observa 
tion has taught me that there is a critical state of 
the mind in the experience of almost every sinner, 
when small causes may turn the scale the wrong 





way; and ifa minister, careless of bis language 
or conduct in dealing with men, shall save many, 
the day of judgment may disclose the appalling 
fact, that he was the means of destroying more 
souls than he saved. And besides all this, hu- 
man vatere needs elevation and refinement; it ts 
of itself prone enough to sink down to coarseness 
and indelicacy ; and the evil must be immense, of 
sending religion, the great purifier of man, through 
the nation in a style which will be calculated to 
increase the obtuseness of feeling, and the rough- 
ness of civilized intercourse. Let grossness char- 
acterize the church, and refinement the world, 
and you throw a large portion of mankind into 
hopeless opposition to the Gospel. 

X. A harsh and severe mode of addressing sin- 
ners. Whatever language a man uses, it tends to 
beget in him the style of feeling of which it is 
characteristic. If an awakened sinner, to conceal 
his impression, shall affect lightness of language 
and manner, he will soon become what he affects 
ww be, a careless sinner. On this principle it is, 
in my judgment, no minister can adupt a severe, 
harsh, and censorious manver with sinners, and 
not become to some extent in spirit, What he seems 
to be in language. We must, at times, use the 
language of severity and terror; but if this be- 
comes the unavarying or common mode, it will be 
unhappy: Nor can the language of denunciation 
and threatening, such as * cursed,’ ‘ hell,’ * dainna- 
tion,’ and the like, be made frequent and familiar 
in the pulpit, without bringing up the association 
of similar language, from profane lips, in far dif- 
ferent places; or without producing, if not as 
much, yet some degree of the bad influence of 
profine swearing. Iu the time of Davenport, they 
used to address men from the pulpit as “ cursed 
sinners,” and about their being “ damned to hell ;” 
which made some people wonder what had got 
ito munisters to swear so, 

XI. New era in revivals—reformers—reforma- 
tion always opposed, even by good men, &c.— 
Such ideas, cherished, bring to the naughty and 
deceitiul heart of man no small danger, and have 
ruined many ; for,though multitudes have thought 
they were raised up to be reformers in the church, 
but a small number of men have been in reality 
such ; and as to opposition from good men, the 
facts generally have been the other way. The 
opponents of Luther and Calvin were not pious 
men, but the legions of Antichrist; and so long 
as enemies Ouly lifted the lance agains! them, the 
Reformation advanced; but from the time the 
Reformers began to lift it one against the other, 
it stopped. The chief opponents of Whitefield in 
England were the bierarchy ; and in this country, 
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the cold-hearted Arminians and formal Calvin 
ists But the ministers who held the doctrin: 
and mamtaimned the views of revivals, which now 
pervade New England and the West, were his 
most ardent friends: And there is no instance up- 
on record, of a great evangelical reformation 


‘which was opposed strenuously by the best of men, 


and carried sword i hand by denouncing and 
breaking down the most active, experienced, and 
successful ministers of Christ and members of his 
church. Whitefield and the Tenants strengthen. 
ed the hands of good omnisters, and were terrible 
only to the Arminian and lukewarm; and while 
their counsels prevailed, the revivals went on. It 
was reserved for Davenport and his followers to 
stop it, by setting up a new mode of preaching and 
conduct, which good men could not adopt; for 
this they were denounced, and separations encour- 
aged, whose deleterious effects a whole century 
will not obliterate. 

XII. A self-sufficient and daring state of mind, 
which is reckless of consequences, and incortigi- 
ble to argument or advice. It may be the resuit 
of confidence inspired by success ; of the magni- 
fying effect of intense interest on one subject, 
which throws every thing else out of the circum- 
ference of vision, and into relative insignificance ; 
of nervous excitement which quickens all the sen- 
sibilities of the soul, and magnifies objects of in- 
terest; and at last, of a settled state of perverted 
feeling, the product of the preceding causes, which, 
in the estunation of the subject, becomes absolute 
knowledge, and pours Coutempt on argument or 
advice, and can no more be stopped in its career 
than the foaming cataract, or the resistless whirl 
wind. For why should a good-man stop, who 
knows certainly that he ts right exactly, and that 
all men are wreng in proportion as they differ 
from hiu ? 
mind to which Davenport and his followers came. 
He and they, upon the subject of promoting revi- 
vals, were undoubtedly the subjects of a religious 
pervous insanity. They mistook the feeling of 
certainty and confidence produced by nervous ex- 
citement and perverted sensation, for absolnte 
knowledge, if not for inspiration ; and drove the 
Whirlwind of their insane piety through the 
churches with a fury which could not be resisted, 
and with a desolating influence which tn many 
places has made its track visivle to the present 
dav. kt was this “ know-certain-feeling,” whict 
emboldened Davenport to chastise aged and em 
inent ministers, and to pray for them, and de 
nounce them as unconverted, and to attempt to 
break them down by promoting separations from 
ali wio would not conform implicitly to his views, 
—by setting on fire around them the wood, hay 
and stubble, which exists in most communities, 
and may easily be set on fire, at any time, by rasb- 
ness and misguided zeal; and so far as my observ 
ation extends, the man who confides exclusively 
in himself, and is inaccessible to advice and influ- 
ence from without, has passed the bounds of sound 
reason, and is upon the confines of destruction 

XILL. Whatever the code of public opinion has 
adopted which is sinful, must be rejected; but 
there are a multitude of things which belong to 
man as an intellectual and social being, which 
connot be disregarded, without destroying alike 
civilization and Christianity. There are some 
things which adorn and some which disgrace re- 


This unquestionably was the state of 
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ligion, and should we therefore in our zeal strip 
religion of the mildness, and kinduess, and court- 
esy of civilized decorum, and exhibit her in alli- 
ance with all the repellances and roughnesses of 
uncultivated humanity, as well might the bones in 
the valley of vision have been aniqated and sent 
forth in all their unsightly nakedness, before the 
skin came upon them. ‘Thue religion makes men 
courteous, and produces those salutary rules of 
civilized intercourse which distinguish Christian 
from savage nations. Nor with all these restraints, 
and grace beside, is there any danger that men, in 
the interchange of social intercourse, will treat 
each other with more respect and courtesy, than 
would vaturally result from each man’s loving his 
neighbor as himself. 

XIV. Success, an evidence that all which is 
done in revivals is right. No mode of reasoning 
is so safe as matter-of-fact reasoning, if properly 
conducted ; and none perhaps is so liable to be 
perverted to purposes of sophistry. The grounds 
of deception are two. 1. Drawing general con- 
clusions from particular premises ; inferring that 
because some preacher’s mode of address or ac- 
tion has been useful in some circumstances, it is 
applicable to all circumstances. Asif a physician, 
op discovering a remedy for some disease. should 
inake it his standing and universal prescription in 
ail czses : as if the ship master who had ouce been 
driven out to sea before boisterous winds, without 
anchor, or compass, or chart, or rudder, and who 
reached by miracle his port in safety, should re- 
turn to denounce henceforth those means of safety, 
aud insist that nothing was needed to conduct 
auspiciously the commere of the whole world, but 
a direct course, and mountain waves, and all sails 
standing, and a hurricane for a breeze. 2. Judg- 
ing from limited views and inmediate effects, 
without regarding general and permanent results. 
The world, both material and intellectual, is gov- 
erved by general laws, and though the violation of 
them may produce a temporary good, the certain 
result, on the great scale, will be more than a bal- 
ance of general evil. Now the importance of the 
soul and of eternity is such, as that good men in 
a revival are apt to feel no matter what is said or 
done, provided sianers are awakened and saved. 
But it ought to be remembered, that though the 
iuninediate result of some courses of conduct may 
be the salvation of some souls, the general and 
more abiding result may be the ruin of 4 thousand 
souls, destroyed by this conduct to one saved by 
it; and destroyed by it as instrumentally in the 
direct and proper sense of the term, as any are 
saved by it. The sovereignty of God is not to be 
relied on in violation of the great laws of the mor- 
al world, but in accordance with them. When 
the thousands were to be sealed, the four angels 
were coumanded tg hold the winds, and keep 
back the judgments which they should afterwards 
execute, because war and distress would impede 
his work of mercy. Hence our Saviour introdu- 
ced the Gospel dispensation gradualiy, as the 
inind of man could bear it; not putting new wine 
into old bottles: and hence, too, Davenport, dis- 
regarding the general consequences of his con- 
duct, and intent only on its immediate result, 
though he saved a few, doubiless entailed moral 
desolation, and darkness, and death, upon thou- 
sands of unborn generations. In a single hour, 
in this city, he said and did what had the effect to 
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interrupt in the midst an auspicious revival, and 
comunenced a captivity which has coatinued fo: 
more than seventy years. Insomuch that were 
not the compassion of God through Christ: inii- 
nite, and repentance available, good had it been 
for that man, and for New Engtand, if he had 
never been born. Beside, the limited success of a 
given course, whose general result is injurious, is 
vo evidence of divine approbation; for God as a 
sovereign works by means of great relative imper 

fection ; and that there may not be evil ouly. 
makes the truth effectual which is preached, even 
though the manner may be in some respects so 
reprehensible, as to deserve the dereliction of the 
Holy Ghost. Success in this case only proves 
that men are not so outrageously imprudent, as 
to make it seem necessary to heaven, to withhold 
the influence of the Spirit from the truth. No ev- 
idence then is furnished by success, to show that 
things which good men regard as exceptionable, 
produce this success, or that characteristic excel- 
lencies, without these peculiarities, would not ren 

der the same men still nore eminently successful, 
If revivals could be achieved in but one way, and 
that attended by much re-action of evil, such is the 
vanity of time and the worth of the soul, that the 
sacrifice should be made; but, when revivals, 
great and frequent and glorious, can be conducted 
in a manner which strengthens the hands of pas- 
tors, and wnites the churches, and disarms the 
world of prejudice, and biivgs increasing power 
of truth on the public conscience, and raises up 
the foundations of many generations, and repairs 
the wastes of the revivals of other ageg, there can 
be no excuse for conducting them in a manner 
which shall reverse this order, and let out a civil 
war in the church, arousing ministers agaist min- 
isters, and dividing and distracting the churches 
by wrath, and strife, and endless divisions. ‘The 
revivals in the West do uot, in my judgment, owe 
their existence to a single arm, and it is too much 
to be taken for granted, that both their immediate 
and ultimate results would not bave been much 
better, if they had been attended by fewer novel 

ties and pecutiarities. For though such revivals 
as I have described, promoted by itinerant tminis- 


ters only, would be dreadful, the same kind of 


preaching and conduct adopted by settled minis- 
ters would unquestionably displace th:ee-fourtis 
of the settled ministers in the United Siates, and 
instead of building up the desolations that_uow.ex- 
ist, Would multiply them a thousand fold. 

To some of the consequences of a revival, con- 
ducted under such auspices as I have described, | 
beg leave now to call your attention. 

It will become more and more exceptionable 
Urged by circumstaaces, men will do things, 
which, if in the beginning wiey had been prettet 


ed, they would have said, “ Are thy servants dogs, | 


that we shouid do these things.” By degrees, 
however, all landmarks wil] be removed, and what 
was once regarded as important will be set at 
naught, and what would once have produced hor- 
ror will be done feailessly. There is nothing to 
which the minds of good men, when once passed 
the bounds of sound discretiou, and launched on 
the ocean of feeling and experiment, may not 
come to. But the evil, which may flow from 
these aberrations, is but a drop of the bucket in 
the ocean of disorder and misrule to which they 
may open the door. There is nothing so terrible 
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and unmanageable as the fire and whirlwind of 
human passion, when once kindled by misguided 
zeal, and sanctioned by conscience, and the idea 
of being reviled and persecuted for doing God ser- 
vice. Like the cave of -olus, or the gate of 
Pandemonium, a singie arm may suffice to let 
outthe storm. But when once the atmosphere is 
put in motion, no human power can stop it, uatil 
it has exhansted its fury in works of moral desola- 
tion. They who did the deed may repent of it 
early, and stretch out impotent hands to stay the 
evil; and weep over the desolation without being 
able to repair it. The restoration of Davenport to 
sanity, and his subsequent confession, did not re- 
pair the moral desotation which his conduct and 
principles had made, 

Another of the evils to be apprehended, is op- 
position on the part of good men, and the conse- 
quent disunion of the churches by a civil war. The 
peculiarities of the system I have recognized, can- 
not go through the churches without opposition. 
Splendid by its early power, many have yielded 
ty it who disapproved, for fear they might quench 
the Spirit; and manv have been silent, because 
thew feared they might speak against a work of 
God. But when the work shall have given out its 
distinct character, and put off the natures of love 
and gentleness, &c., and put on those of wrath 
and sirife; when other reformers shall hasten on 
to new discoveries, and surpass theic predecessors 
as much as these surpassed others ; aud denounce 
them as they denounced those who could not go 
with them ; when stripling imitators of pious men, 
having nothing in common with them but their 
unprudence, withuut their age and morak power, 
shall go out to outrage humanity and caricature 
revivals of religion, then will these irregularities 
be met, and then the collision will be keen and 
dreadtul. For, in every church, there is wood, 
hay, and stubble, which will be sure to take fire on 
the wrong side. All your periodical Christians, 
who sleep from one revival to another, will be sure 
to blaze out now ; while judicious ministers and 
the more judicious part of the church, will be des- 
tined to stand, like the bush, io the midst of the 
flames; while these periodical Christians will 
imake up, by present Zeal, for their past stupidity, 
und chide as cold-hearted formalists those, whose 
even, luminous course sheds reproof ou their past 
coldness and stupidity. The converts, too, will 
catch the same spirit; and go forth to catechise 
aged Cliistians ; and wonder why old saints don’t 
sing, and make the heavenly arches ring, as they 
do ;—and that shall come to pass, which was spo- 
ken by Isaiah the prophet, as the destruction of 
human society, and the consusamation of diving 
wialh upon man, when childrea shall be princes 


liu the church, anc’ babes shall rule over her, and 


the child shall benave himself proudly against the 
ancient, and the base against the honorable. 
Another evil to be feared is, that it will unavoid- 
ably array a targe portion of the unrenewed part 
of the community against revivals and religion; 
and produce infidels, scoffers, Uaitarians and Uni- 
versalists, on every side—increasing the resistance 
seven fold to evangelical ductrine; withdrawing 
in proportion, the voluntary support of the Gos- 
pel; and consigning the precious cause of Christ, 
which ought and might govern public opinion, to 
the lands of a feeble, despised, dispirited few, 
who watch the holy fire upon the deserred alias of 
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God. All forms of error will grow rank from the 
aliment of such violence done to the laws of hu- 
manity, and tothe laws of God. The extrava- 
gancies of the pious, in the time of Cromwell, 
threw back the cause of vital piety in England for 
two centuries, to a state of imbeciliy and scorn, 
and has furnished topics to vrace the pages of in. 


fidel historians, poets and orators, through every 


succeeding generation, 

Another effect to be deprecated is, that it will 
prevent the great evangelical assimilation, which 
is forming in the United States, and paralyze 
general efforts as much as private churches. The 
rumor of extravagance would soon begin to press 
hard upon the friends of revivals in New England ; 
who conld not and would not take the responsi 
bility of jnstifying what they disapproved, and 
would be compelled in self defence, publicly to 
clear themselves, as having no part nor lot in such 
matters. There is also a large portion of the 
church out of New England, which is evangelical, 
but which is acquainted with revivals more by the 
hearing of the ear, than by eve-sight and experi- 
ence; and who, between doubt and fear, are ap- 
proaching the happy day, when the breath of the 
Lord may breathe upon them. Upon all these, 
a revival of extravagance and disorder would ex 
ert a deadly influence, and for one generation, at 
least, protract the form without the power of reli- 
gion. While all the enemies of evangelical doc- 
trines aud of revivals, would keep a jubilee, that 
these days of hated tight had gone by, and given 
place tothe reign of reason and formality. 

Another thing to be feared is, that meeting in 
their carreer with the most determined opposition 
from edueated ministers, and Colleges, and Semin- 
aries, all these in succession would be denounced, 
and held up to us as objects of popular odium, and 
a host of ardent, inexperienced, impudent young 
men be poured out, as from the hives of the North, 
to obliterate civilization, and rol! hack the wheels 
of time to semi barbarism ; until New England o! 
the West shall be burnt over and religion disgra 
ced and trodden down as in some parts of New- 
England it was done 80 years ago: when laymen 
and women, Indians and negroes, male and fe- 
male, preached and prayed and exhorted, until 
confusion itself became confounded.—There is 
nothing so powerful as the many waters of human 
passion, and nothing so terrible as the overflowing 
of such a scourge ; and a dispensation so calami- 
tous would be more intolerable, as it is so utterly 
needless, and would come so unexpectedly in the 
very dawoing ofa bright day. The nature of the 
Gospel, and the human mind, and the mode of 
exhibiting truth and conducting revivals, have 
been developed, and practised with such success, 
that in New England, and toa great extent through 
the nation, the conviction is established, that they 
are the work of God, and most benign in their 
moral influence upon the present as well as the 
future life. Extensively opposition is silenced, 
and the public mind is fast preparing to come 
under the influence of faithful preaching, and the 
Holv Ghost. In New England revivals are be- 
coming more frequent in the same places, and 
more general in theirextent. There seems to be 
a joyful and rapid spread of the work of God: but, 
one overflowing of a violent, ungoverned revival 
wonld snatch the victory from truth, and throw re- 
vivals back at least fifty vears. It would be the 
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greatest calamity that could befal this young em- 
pire. The perversion of the popular taste aud the 
extinction of the popular prejudice against learning 
and a learned minisiry where an enlightened public 
sentiment conpled with enlightened piety, is our all, 
would be to us, nearly, what the incursions of the 
northern barbarians were to the Roman Empire. 
I; would stop all our improvements, ‘brow us back 
in civilization, science and religion, at least a whole 
century. [t would constitute an era of caiamity oev- 
er to be forgotten, and be referred by future itstori- 
ans as the dark age of our republic, There are parts 
of our nation, to « hich I might refer you, which were 
burat over by such a revival some 20 years ago, 
where the abiding evils may still be seen tu the state 
of society which has followed. And there too, 
all their extravagancies of falling, and groaning, 
and laughing, and jumping, and dancing, were re- 
garded by many and hy some very good men, as a 
new dispensation of the Spirit,—a new mode of 
conducting revivals with power; and those, who rode 
ov the foremost waves, thought themselves to be, 
and were thought to be raised up to be reformers in 
their day. Oh, my brother! ifa victorious army 
should overflow and lay us waste, or if a fire should 
pass Overand Jay every dwelling in our Jand in ashes, 
it would be a blessing to be coveted with thanks- 
giving, in comparison to the moral desolation of 
one ungoverned revival of religion; for physical 
evils can be speedily repaired, but the desolation of 
moral causes is deep and abiding, 

I have only to add that all the evil may, with 
perfect ease, be avoided, without diminis!iing the 
true spirit and power of a revival; but in every 
respect shall increase it. There is no need of 
praying as if God and man were deaf, or of wal- 
lowing on the floor, and frothing at the mouth, 
as if filled with hydropohbia, instead of the Spirit 
of God; nor any harin in kindness and gentle- 
ness; nor any benefitin harsh and severe epi- 
thets. The state of man may be explained to bim 
so that he shall believe and feel, better than by 
calling him a devil, a viper or a serpent. There 
may be as great directness as is needed, or as is 
possible, without indecorum: and the Gospel 
may be preached fanhfully and attended with the 
power of God, without groaning in prayer, and 
crying “ Amen,” ard without female prayers and 
exhortations, and without that spiritual pride, 
which never fails to attend pressing’ the mass 
of the community out of their place, and shaking 
together in one chaldron of effervescence, all 
the passions of all the classes in human so- 
ciety. I would not, brethren, on any account, 
deter you from the propagation of revivals, and 
I believe if brother Finney, will take counsel, 
he may be an invaluable blessing. The thing 
which [ have wished to accomplish is, to ena- 
ble you so to perceive the defects and dangers of 
your mode of conducting revivals, as that you shall 
be induced to part with its unseemly warts and 
excrescences, Without diminishing at all the encrgy 
and warmth of the healthful pulsation of their 
hearts, or abating the moral courage or humble 
boldness with which you pray and preach, or the 
directness and power with which you address the 
consciences of men. In short, that revivals, con- 
ducted under your auspicies, may be so conducted, 
as that surpassing in power any you have seen, 
all good men may hail their approach, and give 
you their undivided countenance, and none 
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but wicked men and hypocrites fear and trem- 
ble. 

Dear Brethren in Christ; you must not, for a 
moment suppose that I Go not fervently love you ; 
or that I ascribe to you, tn extenso, all the defects 
to which I have alluded ; but that I have drawn 
the outlines of a mora Ichart, which such a disas- 
trous revival as your present course cuuld not 
fail to lead to, would amply fill up, [ have not a 
doubt. That you will appreciate my motives, 
and not be offended, 1 cannot but believe; and 1 
have equa! covfidence that you will appreciate the 
considerations which I have suggested, and will as 
fast and as far as possible, supersede our fears, by 
a course that all good men will approve and re- 
joice in. 

The happiness and strength of New England 
consists in the fact, that wtih few exceptions, none 
of us ride hobby-horses, or set up for reformers 
upon our own simple stock of wisdom or wor- 
al power, but with great harmony and love, con- 
sult, and give and take advice. This mukes the 
church terrible as an army with banners to her 
foes. 

I cannot ask you to reply particularly to so 
long a letter, but it is my earnest request that you 
will reply to it early, and let me know how it 
strikes you ; whether it is plain, aud direct, and 
strong enough,--so as to be up to the mark ; and 
if in any respect you would like discussion, 
that you will give me opportunity of retracting, 
if 1 am wrong; or of convincing you, if] am 
right. 

I beseech you, brethren, to consult good men 
around you, and especially brother Nettleton, 
whose judgment and long experience in revivals, 
and knowledge of human nature, cannot be safely 
disregarded. 

But if at length you should be verging to the 
conclusion that you must go on as you fave done, 
1 must beseech and entreat, you will balt and pray 
until there can be time for a meeting of a few 
Christian brethren with you, in which, viva voce, 
we may kindly, but thoroughly and prayerfully 
talk over the entire subject; and see if we can- 
not bring matters to a state in which we can 
all act as one. 

I aw, affectionately, your brother, 
LYMAN BEECHER. 
Rev. Naruan §. 8S. Beman. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
Sailing of the Randolph. 


This Schooner took her departure from George- 
town, 5S. C. since the publication of our last num 
ber, with twenty-six slaves, manmmnitted by a sin 
gle benevolent individual, (Mr. M’ Dearmid,) near 
Cheraw, that they might share in the benefits of 
the African Colony. They are represented as so- 
ber, industrious, and several of them pious. Nine 
of them are natives of Africa, the remainder their 
descendants. The gentleman who has thus dis 
tinguished himself, by conferring freedom upou 
these Africans, has been long esteemed for his in- 
tegrily and charity, and only adds, by this bright 
and memorable deed, the crown to a long life of 
Vituous actious.—.2frican Repos. 





Departure of the Nautilus. 
By our last intelligence the Nautilus was lying 
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in Hampton Roads, waiting only for a fair wind 

to waft her on her vovage to Liberia. One Aun- 

dred and sixty-four persons take passage 10 her 

for the African Colony, most of them from the 
counties of Wayne, N. Hampton, Pasquotank, and 
Perquimans, in North Carolina, who have enjoy- 
ed the special kinduess and protection of the Se- 
ciety of Friends, and are now liberally assisted by 
thein to remove to the land of their progenitors. 
These individuals have been induced to emigrate, 
in consequence of the totelligence received by 
them from their brethren, and the very flattering 
success which they are assured ius attended their 
predecessors. They were accompanied to Nor- 
folk by two highly respected members of the Soci- 
ety of Friends, Nathan Mendenhall and Phineas 
Albertson, who amply provided them with articles 
necessary for their health and comfort during the 
voyage. “I think,” says a correspondent, “ thas 
no better cargo of emigrants has ever gone to Li- 
beria. ‘They are all remarkably well clothed, and 
our friends have been uncommonly attentive in 
supplying all their wants. They have examined 
all their baggage, and supplied them with all ue- 
cessary clothing, and defrayed ail the expenses of 
their journey to this place. 1 do not know a dis- 
contented person among all who are about to em- 
bark.” Twelve of these emigrants were from 
Baltimore, and of a very worthy character. Two 
others were from the eastern shore of Virgivia, and 
five from Richmond. They go out under circum- 
stances the most favorable, and we humbly hope 
that over them will be spread the wings of Al- 
mighty provection,.—t. 


Eminent Laberality. 


Such an offer as that which we now record, comes 
with a cheering influence upon us, in the midst 
of our labors; nor can we doubt that many will 
be fund to participate in the glorious spirit in 
which it originates, and which is so full of in- 
terest and promise to the African race. We can 
hardly think it possible, that the neble design 
proposed by our esteemed correspondent, should 
failto be accomplished. The proposal must 
commend itself to all, and surely one hundred, 
and more than one hundred individuals will be 
found thioughout the Union, able and willing 
to share in its execution,—ibd. 


Peterboro, Dec. 26, 1827. 
Rev. R. R. Gurcey, 

Dear Sir,—Above is my draft for $100, which 
I tiusi, you will be able to realize without much 
delay or trouble, 

I am fully persuaded, that the only present 
channel for our labors in behali of Africa, and hee 
unhappy children, on our shores, is that which the 
American Colonizauon Society opeus to our 
patriotic and Christian liberality. 

Can there not be one hundied persons found, 
who will subscribe $1000 each, to the funds of 
your Society ?—$100 to be paid in hand, aad the 
residue in 9 equal annual paymeuis. If there 
can be, you are then at liberty to consider me as 
one of the hundred persous, and the enclosed 
draft as the fisst payment of my $1000. 

You: Friend, 
Geaaiy Smita. 
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Extract of a Letter from Professor Silliman to the 
Secretary of the American Colonization Society. 


We hope Professor Silliman wil] excuse our dis- 
position to secure the influence of the opinions 
expressed by him in the following extract from 
his very interesting letter. Sentiments so just, 
patriotic, and Christian, proceeding from such 
a source, cannot be lost upon the American 
public. —ib. 


“Tam much gratified in observing the progress 
of the very interesting Colony on the coast of Af- 
rica, and cannot but hope that the time is near, 
when our National Legislature will espouse this 
truly national interest, and cherish it by national 
resources. 

“In looking forward to the prospects of our 
great and glorious countiy, nothing filis me with 
such deep anxiety as our colored population, al- 
ready increased to an alarming amount, and in.- 
creasing, year by year, in a ratio, which no reflect- 
ing man can contemplate, without dismay. 

“Whatever may be the designs of Providence 
with respect to our slaves, there is no question in 
my mind, that the Colony at Monrovia and the 
dependant Colonies, are worthy of national patron- 
age. ‘To establish an asylum in his native land, 
where the African can be a man again—to place 
him under Christian instructions, with a mild, 
equitable, and energetic government—to open to 
him agriculture, arts, and commerce—and to furn- 
ish an asylum for the free blacks that are willing 
to emigrate, and for such as may be emancipated 
by their proprietors :—these are, in my view, ob- 
jects of the greatest importance, and which shou!d 
be fostered by the citizens of the slave states with 
out jealousy of interference.” 


CAUTIONS AGAINST THE USE OF TOBACCO. 


By the Managers of the Apprentices’ Library cf Phil- 
adelphia. 


Smoking often proves very injurious to the health, 
causing imperfect digestion of the food, giving rise to 
heartburn, headache, falling away of the body, to- 
gether with many nervous and disagreeable feelings, 
which it is not easy to describe. [pn some delicate 
persons it has even brought on consumption. As 
these effects of smoking are frequently long in show- 
ing themselves, they are often ignorantly or falsely 
attributed to other causes. 

In consequence of this habit, the teeth are stained 
with a yellow or dark brown color; besides which, 
the hot smoke tends to destroy them, especially when 
thrdagh a short pipe or cigar. The breath also ac- 
quires a very offensive smell ; on which account smo- 
kers often unconsciously render themselves nuisances 
to those in whom they would be very sorry to pro- 
duce aversion or displeasure. 

Chewing is a practice of even more unseemly ap- 
pearance than smoking. Who does not naturally re- 
volt at the bare idea of receiving any thing unclean 
into his mouth? Now, it is well known, that in the 
preparation of tobacco, copperas, lime, urine, and 
perhaps other things equally exceptionable, are em- 
ployed. The tobacco-chewer, who knows, must ei- 
ther forget what he is constantly taking into his 
mouth, or confess himself cuilty of a very filthy prac- 
tice. Those who have seen the naked savages of the 
East India Islands, chewing their beetle-nut, and 
spirting out tbe red spittle, which stains their teeth a 
jet black, turn away from them with great disgust. 

ere not the custom of chewing tobacco so very com- 
mon, it would doubtless produce upon us a similar 
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impression. Nearly all the objections which have 
been urged against smoking, may be applied to chew- 
ing. Many pérsons entertain a notion that it helps 
to preserve the teeth. Did the limits of this address 
permit, it would be easy to prove that this is a most 
mischievous error. Not only are tobacco and the 
substances generally used in preparing it, calculated 
te injure the teeth, but their constant presence in the 
mouth necessarily tends to blunt the sense of taste, so 
that finally, all kinds of delicacies, and even our com- 
mon food, are rendered much less palatable. 

It would hardly be worth while to caution you 
against taking snuff, were it not possible for some to 
regard our silence as implying that there are no ob- 
jections tothe practice. The powder af tobacco is in- 
jurious when used alone; but it is much more so by 
its mixture with various matters, such as pulverized 
glass, hellebore, sal ammoniac, &c., generally added 
for the purpose of increasing its pungency. By the 
constant application of such harsh and sharp sub- 
stances, the senses of fecling, smelling, and taste are 
necessarily injured, and the inner lining of the nose 
rendered dry, hard, and much thicker than usual. 
Hence most persons who have long taken snuff, 
speak as if their noses were almost stopped up, which 
is actually the case. 

In addition to the weighty objections already point- 
ed out against the use of tobacco, there remain others 
of a still more serious nature to be considered. The 
practice of taking it immoderately in any form, is 
in itself a species of intemperance, being certainly a 
very unnatural and improper indulgence of the sens- 
es. But by far the greatest danger to be apprehend- 
ed from this vicious custom, arises from its tendency 
to pave the way to a fondness for spirituous li- 
quors 

The reason why ardent spirits and tobacco are so 
frequently found associated, may be satisfactorily ex- 
plained by the fact that a love for the one begets and 
cherishes a taste for the other. It may, therefore, be 
laid down as a maxim, well worth the recollection of 

every one, that he who uses tobacco in any way, runs 
| much greater chance of becoming a drunkard than 

he who uses it not. Let itever be borne in mind, that 
in this country, where liquors of every kind are so 
abundant, and presented to our taste under so many 
tempting forms, we cannot exercise too much caution 
to avoid every chance of becoming found of strong 
drink. 

In conclusion, let it be impressed upon your minds 
as an invaluable maxim, that it is much easier to re- 
sist the first temptation, than to overcome the conse- 
quences of indulging it. 

Never allow yourselves to be persuaded to use to- 
baceo, in any manner, even as a remedy for the 
tooth-ache, or any other pain or disorder; since the 
most eminent physicians agree, that, as a medicine, it 
rarely does good, and never to av extent equal to the 
evils to which it may lead. 

Beware of tobacco in every shape, and as you re- 
gard your own welfare, touch not, taste nol. 


TEMPERANCE. 


Tn our “ Review of the Year” 1827. says the 
Boston Recorder, we overlooked the cause of 
Temperance. That year will long be remember- 
ed in this country, asa time when the monster In- 
temperance received a great and lasting check in 
his destructive march. The subject has been more 
frequently urged on public attention in various 
ways, and almost every where is received with 
candor and solemn thought. In numerous instan- 
ces have merchants voluntarily pnt aside their 
small measures, and many have wholly discarded 
spirits from their stores, unless they keep them 
among drugs and medicines. Not a few intem- 





’ 
> 
* 
t 





oo as 


fdeinteg en vere ee me 














rT) 


ae 


haptic linia ea ass 


eee re 


fo im ll A sas al a 


1828.] 


perate persons have been reclaimed by medicine ; 
but the grand means adopted for arresting the evil 
is Prevention, and that by a voluntary disuse of 
liquors on the part of the Temperate. ; Resolu- 
tions and social engagements to this effect have 
heen abundant ; and it is fast becoming unfash- 
sonable and uncivil, in this part of the country, 
to offer spirits as a mark of hospitality or friend 

ship. The Society for the Promotion of temper- 
ance has great encouragemen! to proceed in its 
labors. We know the work is only begun, and 
that this horrid vice still spreads over the land in 
the length thereof, and the breadth thereof. But 
we have evidence that the time to work with effect 
has come ; and all the friends of their country and 
of human souls should be thankful and take cour- 
age. but not relax their efforts. When we learn 
in many directions the good effects of our own 
humble efforts in this cause, we do not regret hav- 
ing given it so much space on our pages. Many 
periodical publications give it mofe than usual at- 
tention; none so much as the Christian Mirror at 
Portland, except the Philanthropist in this city 
which is specially devoted to the cause. Another 
weekly paper having the same object, has just 
been commenced at Soutbridge, Mass. called the 
* Reformer and Moralist.”.. Another is proposed 
in Maine. 








Missionary Kntelligence. 








From the Missionary Herald. 
AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The American Board of Commissioners for 
Forvign Missions was incorporated in the year 
1312. It now consists of 67 Members, residing in 
different parts of the Union. Twenty-nine are 
laymen. Of the clergymen, thirteen are Presi- 
dents of Colleges, and six are Professors in The- 
ological Seminaries. 

The executive business of the Board is perforin- 
ed by a committee, called the Prudential Com 
miitee, consisting of five persons, by Secretaries, 
a ‘Treasurer, and travelling Agents varying in 
nutuber according to circumstances. 

Prudential Committee. 

Hon. Wirttram Reep, Rev. Leronarp 
Wooos, D. D., Jexemian Evarrs, Esq., Hon. 
Samusge Husesanv, LL. D., Rev. Warren 
Fay. 

‘Sne Prudential Committee give directions in 
respect o the more important correspondence ; 


au’ orize expenditures ; examine the Treasurer's | 


accounts; appoint missionaries, assistant mission- 
aries, and agents; assign their fields of labor; re- 
ceive reports from the Secretaries, Treasurer, 
missionaries, and agents; and once a year make 
a ieport to the Board of their own proceedings, 
and of the general state and prospects of the miss- 
ios. 
Correspondence. 

Jeremian Evarts, Esq., Corresponding See- 
relary. 

Rev. Rurus ANDERSON, 4ssistant Secretary. 

The correspondence, foreign and domestic— 
the editing of the Missionary Herald—the prepa- 
ration of the Annual Report, of Missvouary Pa- 
pers, of Instructions to missionaries, and of other 
public documents—the general superintendence 
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| of the missions abroad, and of Auxiliary Societies 


at home—the direction of Agents—the obtaining 
of information, which shall lead to the enlarge- 
ment of the existing missions, and the establish- 
ment of new missions—the occasional attendance 
at anniversaries of Auxiliaries—and the constant, 
necessary, and desirable personal intercourse with 
friends of missions from all parts of the country ; 
render the duties of this department exceedingly 
laborious, and beyond the power of two men ade- 
quately to perform. The Prudential Committee, 
therefore, obtained the services of Mr. Davin 
Garren, for the past year, with special reference 
to the domestic correspondence, and the corres- 
pondence with missionaries among the Indians, 
Mr. Greene is now on a tour of inspection to the 
inissions among the Indians, and particularly the 
missions formerly under the care of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society, which have never 
vet been visited by any one connected with the 
Executive of the Board. This tour will occupy 
about eight months, and will embrace a circuit of 
not less than 5.000 miles. When at the farthest 
station westward, Mr. Greene will be more than 
half way from Boston to the Pacific Ocean. 


Treasury. 


Henry Hin, Esq. Treasurer. 

Wictiam Ropes, Esq. Auditor. 

It may be proper to remark here,—as a reason 
why the collections of Associations, the coutribu- 
tions at the Monthly Concert, and the donations 
of individuals, should be remitted through the 
large channels opened by the Auxiliary Societies, 
—that the detail of the business is likely to be- 
come so great, that the Treasurer will not have 
time for the more important duties of his depart- 
ment. 

Associations and Auriliaries. 


Within little more than four years past, that is, 
since the proposal of a Plan for Systematic Char- 
ity, in the Missionary Herald for November 1823, 
Associations and Auxiliary Societies, in accord- 
ance with that plan, have been organized to a con- 
stderable extent, as appears by an examination 
of notices of their formation in the four last vol- 
umes of this work. 








Gent. Lad. Tot. 
Associalions in Maine 40 43 83 
“ New.Hampshire, 7: 72 146 
“ Vermont, 80 76 156 
" Massachusetts, 180 176 256 
6 Connecticut, 127 131 258 
‘6 New-York, 57 25 82 
oe New-Jersey, 31 17 48 
0 Pennsylvauia, 54 16 7 
as Ohio, 76 32 108 
= Virginia, 7 4 ll 
Whole number of Associations, 725 692 1317 


The 1.317 Associations are embodied in 58 
Auxiliaries, embracing, on an average, about 23 
Associations each. Of these Auxiliaries, 54 con- 
tributed, during the year ending September 1st, 
nearly $44,000. A number have increased their 
remittances every year since their organization. 

There are about 5,000 Collectors in the 1,300 
Associations, who, with littl inconvenience, may 
carry an application to at least 100,000 friends of 
the missionary euterprise. 


Receipts and Expenditures. 
The Receipts of the Board, during the year end 
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ing Sept. 1, 1827, were $88,341.89. The Ex- 
penditures were $104,430.30 The receipts came 
chiefly through the channels of Associations and 
other Societies of various names, and the Monthly 
Concert. 


MISSIONS CONTEMPLATED. 


The spontaneous efforts, which have lately been 
commenced, to increase the annual receipts of the 
Board, in connexion with the urgent necessities 
of » world lying in wickedness, and the promising 
openings which are every where to be seen into 
fields of extensive usefulness, make it the duty of 
the Board to enlarge its operations. This they 
have resolved, with the divine assistance and the 
co-operation of the churches, to do. 

Most of the existing missions need enlargement. 
The countries round the Mediteranean, affords 
special inducements. Many new stations in those 
countries might be occupied, with the fairest pros- 
pect of exerting a powerful Christian influence. 
Fiom Bombay, there is a call for more missiona- 
ries. The Indian inissions require the labors of 
more evangelists.—T wo new missions are project- 
ed, and incipient measures have been taken with 
respect to them. 


Western AfricalIt is contemplated to employ 
men of colo:, the decendants of Africa, in a mis- 
sion to some one or more of these tribes. One 
nan, wao has been some time in the ministry, 
and who is very strongly recommended, has al- 
ready been engaged. Others will be sought for 
the service. 


North-West Coast.—The tribes of Indians, for 
whom the contemplated mission is designed, lie 
westward of the Rocky Mountians, and north of 
California. The following, paragraph, which ac 
companies the renarks just referred to, is submit- 
ted to the special atrention of those who are quali 
fied for missionary service. 

* Looking to Jesus the Author and finisher of 
our Faith, and considering the peculiar duties and 
obligations of the age, the Committee feel prepar 
ed to say that no man who, possesses suitable 
qualifications to go forth as a preacher of the Gos- 
pel to the heathen, need hesiiate a moment les 
his services should not be needed. Every such 
man is bound solemnly to consider, in what place 
it is the pleasure of the Lord that he should live 
and labor; and, should he feel moved to offer 
himself for the missionary work, he will next 
make the matter a subject of prayer and of sol- 
emn consultation with judicious Christian fries/ts. 
who are well acquainted with his character.” 


Greek Youths.—Of the 11 Greek youths sent 
to this country to be educated under the care, and 
at the expense of the Board, Nicholas Viasopolos 
died. the last year at Monson at the age of 22, and 
Photius Kavasales, after a residence in the United 
States of four years, salled for Malta in June.— 
Four of the others are members of Yale Col- 
lege, four are at Amberst in different stages of 
their education, and one is at Monson. Sev. 
eral of these youths bid fair to be distinguished 
scholars. 


SUMMARY. 


A summary view of the missions under the care 


stations, occupied either in countries where the 
Gospel has not before been proclaimed, or where 
it had been obscured and perverted by the corrup- 
tions of declining ages. At these stations, labor- 
ers employed in the numbers and proportions sta- 
ted in the following table. 

Ministers of the Gospel, (in the survey 


called Missionaries.) 41 
Physicians, (besides one who is also a cler- 

gyman,) 4 
Teachers, 27 
Printers, 3 
Farmers, 17 
Mechanics, 6 
Females, married and unmarried, 102 





Whole number, 200 

Several of the clergymen acquired, before leav- 
ing this country, a conisderable knowledge of the 
mecical and sufgical arts. One whois enumera- 
ted among the physicians, is also a licensed preach- 
er, and all are employed more or less in the busi- 
ness of instruction. A few of the teachers have 
received licensure to preach the Gospel. 

The number of pupils in the schools connected 
with the stations, is not less than $0,000; and 
about 500 native teachers are employed in them. 
—Not far from 300 persons have been received 
into the mission churches. 

The missionaries will employ the press, during 
the present vear, for the dissemination of knowl- 
edge in nine languages;—the Mahratta, Tamul, 
Italian, Greek, Armenian, Arabic, Hawaiian, 
Choctaw, and Cherokee. The Hawaiian and 
Choctaw languages they were the first to reduce 
to writing,* and the same is true of the Cherokee, 
so far as the English alphabet is used: the syllabic 
alphabet was the invention of a Cherokee. Pete 
es are owned and employed by the missions at 
Bombay, in Ceylon, in Western Asia, and at the 
Sandwich Islands. The printing for the Choc- 
taws has been executed in Ohio. Among the 
Cherokees, the printing for the mission will be 
performed at a press belonging to the Cherokee 
goverpment, 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. BIRD. 


Dec. 24, 1826. Two sons of shekh Latoof ar- 
rived this morning from Tripoli. We were just 
going to worship, aod took them with us. Their 
father, having passed some days in our families, 
was induced to recommend his sons to come here 
also, on their present visit to Beyroot. 

28. Our messenger returned from Cannobeen, 
and said that ho found Asaad stedfast in his pro- 
testant opinions, but that he was confined to his 
chamber, and no one permitted to see him. The 
messenger tossed him a couple of oranges, and 
having given him to understand in some way who 
had sent him, Asaad inquired with earnestness 
about us, and begged hiin to kiss our hands three 
times on his behalf. 

Jan. 4, 1827. A friendly youth, of the Shidi- 
ak family says, that a monk of his acquaintance, 
who is sick of these superstitions, wishes to leave 


* It should be stated, that in writing the Hawaiian 





of the American Board, presents us with forty-one 


langage, material assistance was rendered by Mr. 
Ellis, English missionary. 
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the country, and to be employed by us in any way 
we pleased. The monk says he knows fifty oth- 
ers of lke sentiment, but who dare not speak their 
mind. 

12. Two brothers of the Shidiak family came 
in the evening, and conversed with more than usu 
al feeling about the way of salvation. They read 
a letter, which I had just received from Phares, 
and which ne writes in a pions strain. One of 
them seemed much affected by the letter, an‘ 
when he fad finished reading it, said with a dee} 
sigh, “I can no longer stay in this land: pray 
help me.” 

A young Maronite, from the school at Aim 
Warka, who is writing for me, asked shekh Naami 
to-day what he thought about his church. Naam: 
replied, “I find truth no where but here.” “Whar,” 
said the other, “do you so quickly give up the vir 
gin, and saints, and the body of Christ, &c.” “If,” 
said Naami, “ you mean, by the body of Christ, 
his actual flesh and blood, Ido.” The young wri- 
ter, though much suspected by bis sect, had not 
advanced so far as this, and left the room in 
haste and displeasure. 

14. To-day arrived a letter from the priest of 
shekh Naami, informing him that news had come 
to the patriarch, of his residing with the protest 
ant missionaries, and warning him to take effectu- 
al care that he was not ruined by them. 

15. A messenger arrived from the Kesrouan, 
inquiring if Mrad, the uncle of Asaad, were here ; 
if so, that he might be kept secreted, for that a 
strict search was making for him on the mount. 
ains. 

17. Three persons, one of whom is the brother 
of priest George, came by night te converse res 
pecting the Gospel. There is good evidence to 
believe, they are all convinced that the Gospel 
and their church are sadly at variance. Two of 
them were of the Shidiak family, and have often 
been here before. Being old acquaintances of the 
priest’s brother, they exhorted him boldly to quii 
the church, as they had done, and embrace the 
Gospel. 

20. Priest George sent for our young shekh 
Naami. He went to see him accordingly. “ You 
know,” said the priest ina rather mild voice, “that 
such and such orders have come from his blessed. 
ness the patriarch; we wish to know if, against 
these orders, you intend to remain with these pro- 
testants.” “{f am oot under your control,” said 
the shekh. “ But,” replied the other, “ these or- 
dets are not for Beyroot particularly, but are com- 
mon to the whole Marouite nation.” “ T have my 
own priest, and my own bishop,” said the shekh, 
“to whom I am ready to give account. But nei 
ther you, not the patriarch shall take me to task.” 
“ How is this? are you not a Maronite, then ?” 
“You have no right to ask me that question.” 
* At least, then, I shall write to the patriarch, and 
let him Know the case.” “ You can write if you 
like, and when the patriarch calls me to account, 
I shall be ready to answer for myself.” On say 
ing these last words, the shekh rose, and bade hiuw 
good evening. 

29. A second letter was received from the 
priest at Cannobeen to shekh Naomi. He had re- 
ceived the shekh’s reply to his former letter, and 
had shewn it to the patriarch, and was happy to 
find that he remained stedfast in the faith. “ By 
leave of his holiness,” the priest says, “I am vow 
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passing most of my time in company with Asaad 
Esh Shidiak, (the Lord enlighten bis mind,) and 
he once remarked to me in conversation, that you 
would not remain long with the protestants with- 
omt having your faith shaken IT could jot con- 
ceive why he should say this.’ —We are much 
comforted by this letter, as it isa proof of Asaad’s 
stedfastness in his attachment to tie Gospel, and 
that he has some human being with whom he can 
speak. 

30. Our interesting guests, the two sons of 
shekh Latoof, took boat this morning for Tripoli. 
The elder is in an interesting state of mind, and 
is to return, after furnishing his father what as- 
sistance he can in the arrangement of his worldly 
affairs. 

Feb. 5. A letter came from the young shekh 
Naawi Lawof, informing us that on their reach- 
ing home, at Sgarta, they found the report had 
got abroad of their having embraced heresy. It 
was also told them, that an order for their excom- 
munication had been forwarded by the patriarch 
to priest George of Beyroot. He adds: “ The 
very day we arrived at our house, there came a 
messenger from the patriarch to inquire after us, 
and we immediately sent a man to inform him of 
our arrival; and to the priest, keeper of Asaad, we 
wrote, requesting him to come and see us. God 
willing, we shail shortly be able to tell you how it 
may fare with us.”—In a separate enclosure he 
says, “ With regard to our persecuted brother 
(Asaad) the priest, whom you know, has told us 
that he is now in a very comfortable state, compar- 
ed with what he wasin, a slort time since ; for the 
priest has obtained of the patriarch the favor to 
have the sole charge of Asaud. Before, they gave 
the poor man nothing to eat. except six thin cakes 
of bread, but now the priest has got his chains ta- 
ken off, and gives him ten cakes of bread, with a 
little cooked victuals in the afternoon, and has re- 
stored him his upper garment, and vest (sideria,) 
ind a handkerchief; for, poor fellow, he was al- 
most naked. But I have nor yet lea ned all the 
particulars respecting him. The priest says that 
Asaad is under oath not to attempt his escape 
from under his hand.” 

15. Another letter from voung shekh Latoof. 
He has had an interview with the priest who has 
the care of Asaad, and is writing, from his dicta- 
tron, an account of all that has occurred since 
Asaad was taken from Hadet He had also seen 
the patriarch, who would fain have used him as 
he had used Asaac, had he nt shewed hin the 
letter of protection from Mr. Abbot. 

March 7. Faheen came again. We inquired 
a few particulars relative to Asaad and bis tweat- 
ment. He confirmed the statement we have be- 
lore heard, that a letter was once found upon 
Asaad, which he had written to us. Arnong oth- 
er things, the letter contained a word of consola- 
tion to Mrs. Dalton, on account of the death of 
her husband. ‘The patriarch, in great impatience, 
when he read the words, “comfort Mrs. Dalton,” 
exclanped, * Who is this satan of a Dalton ? 
Beat the fool on the score of Dalton;” at the 
same time giving him a blow, and the others fol- 
lowing his example. We asked how Asaad re- 
ceived the beating, whether in anzer and cursing. 
** No,” said the youth, “ he said nothiug but, * pray 
don't, pray don’t.’” Ou our speaking of the per- 





manent injury which some of these beatings 
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might have produced upon his body, he said that 
one blow of a cane upon his sight hand had nearly 
broken it, and another upon his leg !amed him for 
nearly a month. 

12. Was called up after midnight by two broth. 
ers of the house of Shidiak, who dared not come 
but in the utmost secrecy. One of them was co- 
adjutor with Galeb in the attempt to rescue Asaad, 
and has fallen, on that account, under the dis 
pleasure of his prince, the emeer Besheer the less, 
and of the patriarch. He has been oppressed by 
the presence of a soldier in his house, for a month 
together, sent by the aforesaid prince. He brought 
me the note sent hin by the prince, when the sol- 
dier was sent upon him. The following is a tran 
scription of it: 

“* We inform you, that it is every where report- 
ed and understood that you are secretly learning 
and recommending doctrines taught by new and 
strange books, whose tendency is to sap the found- 
ations of religion. Exffrontery tike this bas hard 
ly an example, it being contrary to the high and 
notable firman of our noble lord. the Saltan, (the 
AMireat, Exalted, and Mercitul assist him, and pro- 
long his reign for ever and ever,) and contrary al- 
so to the high order of our most excellent and re- 
nowned effendi (the pasha) by whieh it is forbid- 
den to receive those books, and to hold intercourse 
with those who distribute them, whose design is to 
pull down all sects of religion, Ut has therefore 
become necessary to punish you for your audaci- 
ty, and to this end we have sent the bearer to be 
quartered upon you at your expense; and he will 
not be taken off, until you shall entirely quit your 
present course of innovation. Besueer.” 

The young man sow designs to stay only till 
his crops shall be gathered, which are growing. 
and then flee the country ; for to stay here and 
read the Gospel, is impossible. 


Intelligence from Syria has been received as 
late as August 20th, in a letter from Mr. Goudell 
to the Assistant Secretary. saad Shidiak was 
sik in prison at Cannobeen ; bat firm in his ad- 
herence to the protestant faith. The second year 
of bis imprisonment commenced in the March 
previous. 

Near the close of July, Mr. Bird and his fami 
ly went to Ehdeen, near the residence of the Mar- 
onite patriarch, to enjoy the mountain air, taking 
with him, by way of precaxtion, an order from the 
emeer Besheer, requiring all people to treat him 
with kindness and attention. This protection was 
pot fuund adequate, for unmediately on its becom- 
ing kvown that be was in the vicinity of Caano- 
been, the family, which ente:tained him, was ex- 
communicated by the patriarch, and the Maron- 
ites rose tamultuousiy, assanited the honse, beat 
and threatened the family, and obliged Mr, Bird 
to flee to Tripoli, the residence of the shekh 
Naami Latoof. Mr. B. was preparing an accoun' 
of these proceedings, which afford decisive proof, 
if more proof were needed, of the apprehensions en 
tertainded on Mount Lebanon with respect to the 
influence of the mission in Syria, small as is the 
number of laborers, and restricted as have heen 
their means of intercourse hitherto for want of an 
Arabic press. 

Mr. Goodell was on the point of going, with the 
family of the English consul, to spend a few weeks 
on the mountain, at the time of this violence done 





[Jax, 


to Mr. Bird. The emeer Besheer requested, how- 
ever, that he might not go. The letter of the 
emeer to the consul is characteristic of the style of 
eastern princes, and on that account, as well as its 
reference to Messrs. Goodell and Bird, a literal 
translation of it will be interesting to the reader. 


Letter of the Emeer Besheer to the English 
Consul. 

“'To the presence of the affectionate and the 
most distinguished, the honorable and most ingen- 
uous, Signor Peter Abbott, the honored: may he 
remain preserved, 

“After presenting the precious pearls of affec- 
tion, the aromatic blossoms of love, and the in- 
crease of excessive longing after the intimate pres- 
ence of the light of your rising in prosperity,— 
[we say:]—In a most propitious hour your letter 
reached us, and the knowledge of your health 
pleased us. You mention that, on account of the 
increase of heat at this season, you wish to reside 
abroad ; and for this purpose have taken the house 
near Der el Kalaat; and you ask of us an order to 
the head [of the convent,] respecting this matter. 
All this is known to us, and you will :eceive enclo- 
sed an order to the said head [of the convent,] that 
he treat you with attention, and conduct well tow- 
ards you. We declare, most distinguished friend, 
that you from your own mind know the excellence 
of the love there is between us, and how that on 
this account all our country is yours, and to what- 
ever place you go you will be received ; and espe- 
cially, that we know your perfect excellence and 
honor, and that consequently no trouble will be 
occasioned us on your part. 

“Yet as to Signor Goodell, of whom you speak 
as going in your company, if it ts possible for him 
notto go, there will be no harm; for we fear the 
same thing will be occasioned by him that has 
been occasioned by Signor Bird, of which we have 
already informed your love; and thus will arise 
disorder among the people, and a state to trouble 
our mind, and muddy your clearness [disturb your 
quiet.] We desire for your love only ease and 
comfiit on all sides, as your own conscience also 
testifies: for this reason, if be is not with you, it 
will be better. Your understanding is sufficient. 
Do not deprive us of the tokens of your frieodship 
in what you need. Adieu. Your friend, 

* BESHEER.” 


PRISON MISSIONS. 


A society was formed in Boston, Dec. 20th, 
called the Parents Prison Mission Society, whose 
object is, to promote the religious improvement of 
pub ic prisoners and, to procure the prisoners such 
peenniary aid, when discharged as the funds may 
aithorize.—Its members are of the Methodist con- 
nection ; and the Rev. John Robbins is employed 
as their Corresponding Secretary, and agent for 
forming auxiliary societies in other places. He 
immediately commences a tour for that purpose in 
Massachusetts. “ [ was in prison, and ye came un- 
lo me.” -—Boston Rec. 


SCOTLAND. 

The Galic Scriptures ave in great demand in 
the Highlands. It is estimated that one fourth 
part of all the highl.nds and Islands, or 100,000 
wdividuals, are wholly without Bibles ; and in this 
number are several thousand families in which 
there are persons who can read the Sc riptures. 
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AID TO THE GREEKS. 

We are glad to notice a simulianeous effort in ma- 
ny places throughout the country to re-awaken the 
sympathies which have been too long slumbering for 
the suffering Greeks. Perhaps there are no acts of 
charity that we have ever cione, that have been more 
judiciously bestowed than the donations which have 
been sent to their relief, and none that were ever 
more needed. Who that has contributed even a 
mite to this benevolent object has not received alrea- 
dy a hundred fold for the pittance.—And will not the 
prayers which have been “ publicly offered in their 
churches” for those distant friends who have relieved 
their wants, and the blessings of thousands who have 
been clothed and fed by our charity be heard and 
answered. 

“ Be not weary in well doing.” 
ed the lives of many, but their sufferings are not end- 
ed, they will yet perish without your aid, and the way 
is open. We are happy to perceive that the ladies of 
this city, whose hearts are always open to deeds of 
benevolence, are desirous to renew their efforts in 
this blessed work. And surely they have great cause 
to be encoureged, since they have been assured that 
the naked have been clothed and comforted with the 
garments made by their own hands, 

“In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


You have prolong- 


Poughkeepsie, January 3, 1828. 


Lynde Catlin, Esq. Chairman of the 
Executive Greek Committee. 

Dear Sir---Animated and consoled by the news of 
the late glorious victory achieved by the Ciristian 
Allies over the Egypuan tieet in the Bay of Navarin, 
a number of the citizens ot this village, in pursuance 
of a public invitation, convened iast evening at the 
Pougtikeepsie Hotel, to sympatize with the Greek na- 
tiow pevueraily, and to atlo:d aid to the aged, infirm 
femaie aod infant part of the population, which were 
supposed to be still suffering all the tortures which an 
enraged and cruel Turkish despotism can inflict. 

Correspondent resoluiions were passed by the 
meeting and a subscription was opened at the time 
for the purpose aforesaid, of a few hundred dollars 
and a committee was appointed to receive further do- 
natious. 

Our particular object in addressing you is to obtain 
information. if another vessel should be chartered 
to convey aid to the Greeks, we will gladly coutribute 
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The agent for the western part of the State of New- 
\ 


‘ork, received in addition to the above, from October 
20 10 December 20, $1155 06 


———— = 


DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION. 


On Tuesday, the Ist inst., the new me eting-house 
in the north part of Boston was dedicated to the wor- 
ship of God, and Rev. Justin Fowarns, D. D., late 
of Andover, was installed Pastor of the ( hurch col- 
lected there, called Salem Church. Sermon by Rev. 
Prof. Stuart, of Andover. The following Hymo, 
written by Mr. N. P. Willis, was sung on the occa- 
sion : 

The perfect world by Adam trod, 
Was the first temple—bii'!t by God ; 
His fiat laid the corner stone, 

And heav'd its pillars one by one. 


He hung its starry roef on high— 

The broad ilimmitable sky ; 

He spread its pavement, green, and bright 
And curtain’d it with morning light. 


The mountains in their places stood, 
The sea—the sky—"' and all was good ; 
And when its first pure praises rang, 
The “‘ morning stars together sang." 


Lord ’tis not ours to make the sea. 

And earth. and sky, a house for thee 
But in thy sight our offering stands,--- 
A humbler temple * made with hands 


We cannot bid the morning star, 

To sing how bright thy glories are ; 
But Lord, if thou wilt meet us bere, 
Thy praise shall be the Christian's tear 





SABBATH SCHOOL VISITANT 


This excellent paper published at Utica, 
Western Sunday School Union, is hereafter to be is- 


by the 


sued every two weeks. The reason for this alteration 


the conductors state— 


That when the Visitant was first commenced, so 
little interest was felt in our neighborhood, in regard 
to Sunday Schools, that many otf our friends imagin- 
ed we had given ourselves to a visionary undertak- 
ing. But, during the interval between the publica- 
tion of our first number and the close of the second 
volume, the appetite for Sunday Schoo! intelligence 
had so much increased, while interesting intellicence 
in the mean time was pouring 
mulatiug upon our hands, that we were obliged to en- 
large the Visitant to twice its original size. When, 
two years ago, this emtargem ment became necessary, 
the schools of the Western Union numbered ; . 
thousand pupils ; our schools now num 


Ih upon us and ace “u- 


thout ten 
i more thau 





to this charity so ennobled by the motives of the thirty thousand. The extraordinary effusions of the 
donors and hallowed by the dreadful necessity which Hioly Spuit with which God bas, in bis tafiwite good 
demand it. We wish to enquire if it is probable that | "ess, distinguished this western regio ave muluiphi 
such a vessel will be chartered, and shall esteem it a | ed, greatly above the example of former years, the 
favor to be now advised of the probability of such friends of every good work. After the Redeemer bas 
an event, and of the event when it may be deter- | thus appeared omong us glorious in bis apy trav- 
mined on. " elling in the greatness of his strength, it» itt be- 
Weare, dear Sir, your most obedient servants. come us not to give entertamment to a mere cour 
Geo. P. Oakley, John Brush, A. G. Storm, James | *8e0Us hope of the speedy coming of his blessed king. 
Taimadge, Chas. P. Barnum, R. Wilkinson, Morgan | 40™- Tt would ili become us not to do our endeav- 
ip Smith. ors to labor more effectively vo his « “ We think 
~t thatevery thing around us, as well as the creat in- 
HOME MISSIONS. crease of our own vuuoibers, assures us that we do 

: ! avorat “ bee ’ m tee . " 
The Treasmer of the American Home Mission: wry So- = eer ss . be | bok : * ' pe aa = 
ciety, acknowledge *s having received in Goneeenn from | jects of Christign benevolence = ft is we trust, 


November 23d to December Mth, the sum of $1871 72. 


too much to say, that in our own neighborhood, th 
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Sunday School has not the lowest place in its estima- 
tion. We are far, therefore, from supposing our- 
selves premature in this change. Indeed, we do not 
keep pace with the wants of the public. 


WESTERN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


Some years since the Oneida Sunday School Union 
was formed. A few individuals at Utica, were active 
in promoting its operation. As they entered heartily 
into the work their own feelings became much interes- 
ted, and their views enlarged. They determined to 
exert their influence over the whole Western part of 
that great and and populous state. A large union 
was formed called the “* Western Sunday School Un- 
ion.” ‘This is the second year of its operations, and 
it now embraces fourteen county Societies—five hun- 
dred schools—three thousand five hundred teachers 
—aud thirty-one thousand scholars ! ! 

Who is it that has accomplished all this ? 

Answer. The most active individuals in devising and 
carrying plans into operation, were (wo young men, 
one a clerk in a store, the other an apprentice ina 
printing office. 

How did these individuals accomplish so much ? 

Answer. They went forward trusting in God, and be- 
lieving that the churches would sustain and aid their 
efforts. They were not disappointed. One of them 
commenced the publication of a little monthly Sun- 
day School paper, which was made the instrument of 
arousing the community to consider the importance of 
the Institution. Plans were proposed for extended 
operations.—A number of wealthy and influential 
men engaged in the work—travelling agents were 
employed to visit different congregations, and stir up 
the people to action—new systems were adopted in 
the mode of instruction, and the work has increased 
with the most astonishing rapidity and success. 

It is a good thing to be zealously affected in a good 
cause. They who labor in the cause of Sunday 
Schools, have an Almighty arm to aid them, aud can- 
not fail. 

GOOD NEWS FROM THE PINES. 

The Sabbath School at New Goshen was beguu on 
June Ist 1825.—Since that time its scholars have been 
from 14 to 50. The regular attendants are at this 
time 40. The School was begun by a private indi- 
vidual whose father is a Roman Catholic. The son 
became a member of the Presbyterian Church. Soon 
after he began a life of godliness, he was stirred up 
to exert himself more zealously for the benefit of 
mankind, by a reproof a drunkard gave him for inac- 
tivity in religion, He become ashamed that the wick- 
ed should thus notice his unfruitfulness, and immedi- 
ately looked about to see what good he could do for 
his neighporhood. He has been instrumental in get- 
ting a house for schools and preaching built. He be- 
gan by collecting a few youth for the purpose of 
teaching them to read—and he has been successful 
with a class of fifteen. His school has increased so 
as to need the help of other teachers. The efiect 
of the school on the neighborhood has been good. 
There is better attention paid to the preaching of the 
gospel, than formerly. Every teacher who has at- 
tended regularly for 6 months, has become serious. 
One teacher and two scholars have already made a 
public profession of the religion of Jesus. Two more 
are expected soon to be joined to the Church ot Gad : 
and four scholars and two teachers are now anxious- 
ly inquiring after salvation. May the Lord continue 
to bless the School and cause the ‘‘ wilderness to re- 
joice and blossom like the rose.” 





A TRAVELLER. 





From the New-Jersey 8. 8. Journal. 
WILL YOU GO TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL? 


James. Will you go to the Sunday School, 
William ? 





[Jan. 


William. No; what dol want to go to the 
Sunday Schools for? I can read well enough 
now, 

J. We do something else besides learn to 
read. We study the Bible, that best of books, 
_ oh, it is so good I am sure you would like 
it. 

W. Oh, the Bible! my mother used to flog 
me to make me read it; but it was so dry and 
unmeaning that I had rather take a whipping 
any time, than be dozing over its pages. 

J. Qh William, you read the Bible only as 
a task, but in the Suuday School, we study the 
word for the sake of finding the precious traths 
which it contains; and they are precious, indeed. 
I used to thivk it a “dry unmeaning book,” but 
since I began going to the Sunday School, I 
find it full of interesting narratives, and a great 
many things are in it which cannot be learned 
from any other book. 

W. Pray tell me some of those things which 
cannot be learned elsewhere. 

J. Well, then, in the Bible we have the early 
history of the world—its creation, and the crea- 
tion and order of the plants—the fishes—the 
birds and beasts—and of man. But the most im- 
portant things which we learn, are, the will of God 
concerning What we must do—there, we find out 
what we may expect in the other world—we 
learn that “God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that whosoever beliey- 
eth in him, should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” Inthe Gospel, “life and immortality are 
brought to light.” In the Bible, and no where 
else, we learn that Jesus Christ left the throne 
ot dis glory, and came down to the earth, and 
dwelt here in a body of flesh, without sin, and at 
last offered his own blood as an atonement for sin, 
—that he was buried in the grave, but rose up 
again the third day,, and is now in heaven at the 
right hand of the Father, praying for the forgive- 
ness of all those who repent of their sins and be- 
lieve in Hum. Now William, is not this good 
and entertaining ? Oh, if you could feel what I 
do, you would not dislike the Sunday School. 
I bope | have repented, and it is so good to think 
that Jesus ir my triend, that [ would not give up 
the Bible for all the silver and gold in America. 

W. Well, I believe what you say, but then, if 


'[ should go to the school, the teachers put on such 


long sour faces, that I should wish myself away 
aga. 

J. No, you are mistaken; our teachers do 
not wear sour faces. It is true they look sober, 
as they ought, on the holy Sabbath; but they 
are cheerful, and talk a great deal with the schol- 
ars, as though they really loved them; in short, 
the season which I spend in the Sunday School is 
the most interesting of the whole week. Come, 
if you will go I know you will like it. And 
perhaps by so doimg you may save your soul 
from sin and destruction. 

W. Well, | am willing to go once, and sit 
by your class, and see how you get along, but 
1 will not promise to go again. 

J. I dow’t want you should promise; but if 
you go once, I hope you will be so well pleased, 
that you will not wish to stay away any more, 

Youth/ul Reader,—Have you ever acted the 
part of James in persuading those around you to 
become meinbers of the Sabbath School; he act- 
ed a good part—* go ye, and do likewise,” 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CAUSE 


IN ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 
TWENTY EIGHT. 


It is now about two years, since the Managers 
of the “ American Sunday School Union,” in an 
address to their fellow’ citizens, remarked, in view 
of the prospects opening upon our country through 
the extention of this healthful charity, that “ the 
Christian would welcome it, with mingled feelings 
of joy and thankfulness, as the harbinger of ap 
proaching blessings to the church of God.” But 
bright and glowing as were the anticipations of 
that hour, there is not one among us who does not 
feel that the reality has far surpassed his hopes. 
The blessings have indeed descended ; they have 
fallen as the dew from heaven, on our churches, 
and on society. Sunday schools have been the 
avenues, by which thousands have been introduc- 
ed into the profession of the Christian name, and 
the enjoyment of the Christian’s hope ; and up to 
this hour, the evidence of their continued success 
is accumulating in an undiminished ratio, frém 
every part of the land. The common union cher- 
ished and strengthened by the increased percep- 
tion of its beneficial and invigorating tendency is 
daily deriving new accessions, while, like the Ban- 
yan tree in the plains of India, the branches from 
the parent stalk, have themselves taken deep root 
in the ground, and are yielding around them 
grateful shelter from their own foliage. 

While, however, we record with thankfulness, 
these mementos of the past, and our hearts are 
sweiling with hope as we contemplate the devoted 
band of fellow laborers pledged to continued effort 
with unity of counsel and purpose, we cannot but 
reflect that we shall act under a growing responsi- 
bility, equally solemn and affecting. The facts, 
at which we have rapidly glanced, serve to show 
what exertion in this cause can effect. Ifthe ends 
so far attained are of any value—if the peace and 
welfare of civil society—and what is of far greater 
moment, if the salvation of immortal souls be an 
object of acknowledged importance, then have we 
cause to strain every nerve in the prosecution and 
enlargement of plans thus efficacious and benefi- 
cent. 

The year on which we have now entered will 
soon pass. Its weeks and mouths will be rapidly 
numbered, but their date may yet exceed the brief 
term which God has allottedto as here. Of many 
of our numerous readers, this must be true, as it 
may be of ourselves and our more immediate as- 
sociates. 

May God grant that those of us, for whom the 
Master shall so call, may be found in the active 
discharge of every incumbent daty, with our lamps 
trimmed and burning, as the Bridegroom cometh. 


[.4. S. S. Mag. 
GENERAL AGENT. 


It is with great gratification we announce to the 
public, thatthe Rev. George Boyp, of the Epis. 
copal Church, has been unanimously elected 
General Agent of the American Sunday School 
Union ; and that he has accepted of the appoint- 
ment.—2b. 


ON PREACHING AGAINST FASHION. 


“ My steady aim in preaching,” says the Jate 
venerable Dr. Lathrop, * has been to promote real 
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religion in temper and practice, and to state and 

apply the doctrines of the gospel ia a manner best 

adapted to thisend. Keeping this end in view, I 
have avoided unprofitable controversy. L have 
never started objections against a plain doctrine, to 
shew my agility in running them down. I have 
been careful not to awaken disputes which were 
quietly asleep, nor to waste my own and my hear- 
ers’ time, by reproving imaginary faults, or indif- 
ferent customs. Among these | have reckoued 
the fashions of dress. 1 was once, and once ouly, 
requested to preach against prevailing fashions. 
A remote inhabitant of the parish, apparently ina 
serious frame, called upon me one day, and pres- 
sed the necessity of bearing my testimony against 
this daagerous evil. T observed to him that as my 
people were generally farmers, in middling cir- 
cumstances, I did not think they took a lead in 
fashions; if they followed them, it was at a humble 
distance, and rather to avoid singularity than to 
encourage extravagance ;—that as long as people 
were in the habit of wearing clothes, they must 
have soute fashion or other; and a fashion that 
answered the ends of dress, and exceeded not the 
ability of the wearer, I considered as innocent, and 
not deserving reproof. To this he agreed; but 
said, what grieved him was to see people set their 
hearts so much on fashions. 1 conceded that as 
modes of dress were trifles compared with our 
eternal concerns, to set our hearts upon them must 
be a great sin. But [ advised him to consider, 
that to set our hearts against such trifles was the 
same sin, as to set our hearts upon them ; and his 
fashion differed from his neighbors just in propor- 
tion as he set his heart against theirs, he set his 
heart upon his own. He was therefore doubly 
guaty of the very sin which he imputed to others, 
And I desired him to correct his own fault, which 
he could not but know ; and to hope that his neigh- 
bors were less guilty than himself, and less guilty 
than he had uncharitably supposed them to be. 

I could not but reflect how easily men deceive 
theinselves, and how necessary it is that we apply 
the questions which our Saviour proposes: “ Why 
beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s 
eye, and considerest not the beam in thine 


own ?”—Lathrops’ Life, written by himsely. 
A BITTER COMPLAINT. 


Ata store in B. onthe day preceding the An- 
niversary of Thanksgiving, a man was heard to 
uitera very grievous complaint. “A few days 
ago,” said he, “I went down to [—, with my team: 
and when I had got about ready to go home, I 
went into the store to get something to take.— 
They told me it was quite out of the fashion to 
drink, and they bad got none to spare.” The 
earnest inquirer, not yet rebuffed, proceeded to 
urge his request at another store, where he was 
soon informed “that they did not keep ardent 
spirits. So the unfortunate man was obliged, for 
once, to forego the gratification of that life and 
soul-destroying appetite, and return all the way 
to B——, eight miles, without any rum. Asa 
provision against similar calamities for the fu- 
ture he has resolved hereafler to carry his rum 
with him. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, I have one question to 
ask: ifthe merchantsin 6. aud all other spirit- 
sellers were as conscientious in this respect as the 
merchants in I , where would the poor man 
obtain his rum to carry ?—Boston Rec. 
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STAGE DRIVERS. 


A meeting of the Drivers of the Boston and Union 
Line of Stages, was lately held at Ware, Mass. A 
number of Resolutions were adopted, which we hope 
will be put in practice: 


Feeling the responsibility of their station, say 
ihe Resolves, “as respects ourselves, our employ- 
ers, and the public, we hope, through our own 
personal exertions, the time is not far distant, 
when the name of Slage Driver shall no longer be 
considered disreputable, 

“That the better to effect this object, we will 
draw tght the reins of self-government, crack the 
whip uf industry, keeping regular routes aud look- 
ing well to our freights; and with linch-pins of 
carition, keep the wheels of good conduet secure on 
axles of firm resolution—that we may not be upset 
on the highway of disgrace, and make shipwreck 
of our carriage for ever. 

“That while refinement, improvement, and cor- 
rectness of deportment in all classes of society are 
daily making progress, they are in no class more 
essential than in ours; who are entrusted with the 
property, and with what is still more valuable, the 
lives of others, which may be jeopardized by our 
mis-Management. 

“That Intemperance, Profanity, and Dishen- 
esly, shall not be countenanced among us, and 
that we will use our influence to reclaim any who 
may belong to our number, addicted to any of 
these vices; being aware that intemperance strikes 
the rout of happiness, destroys the finer feelings, 
and lays a sure foundation for unavoidable ruin 
and disgrace: profanity fails not to render us odi- 
ous to all good men, and when impartially consid- 
ered, abhorrent to ourselves ; dishonesty will soon 
er or later deprive us of all honorable employ ment, 
and Gt us for society the most miserable and con- 
temptible. 

“Therefore, we resolve, That temperance, so- 
briety, honesty, and industry, shall be our motto ; 
and we hope by active and vigorous perseverance 
iu these virtues, and by fidelity in the discharge of 
the several duties of our occupation, to merit the 
confidence of our employers and the respect of the 
public.”—Belchertown Sen. 





From the Christian Mirror. 


FOR THE SAKE OF A FEW CENTS. 
A DIALOGUE. 


Mr. S—— is becoming intemperate. “O 
shocking ! he has been a fine man, and might be 
so still; but where does he get hisrum?” At 
Mr. ———’s.* “What does he let him have it 





for?” For the sake of gaining a few cents. Mr. 
T has done going to meeting upon the Sab- 


bath. He gets his bottle filled Saturday night, 
aud stays at home upon the Sabbath and drinks.— 
“ Where does he get it ?” At Mr. ’s. “ Why 
does he let him have it ?” For the sake of gain- 
ing a few cents. * O miserable!” Mr. V-—— 
has become almost a drunkard, and beats his wife ; 
and the family are almost in a state of starvation. 
“Why don’t Mr. know that it will ruin 











*I hope none of your readers will be under the ne- 
cessity of inserting their own name; or will be com- 


pelled by conscience to do it. 
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him, and bring many evils upon him and family, 
ifhe letshim have rum? Why does he do it?” 
For the sake of gaining a few cents. “O, I am 
afraid such profits, such gains, will not spend well.” 
Mr. V——— is drunk on the road, and the neigh- 
bors must see to him or he will perish. “ Why, 
don't Mr, - Know better than to sell him rum ?”’ 
I presume he does ; but still he wishes to gain a 
few cents. “Yes; and I am afraid that he will 
have the curse of God with them.” Mr. W——— 
fell from his horse in a drunken fit and broke his 
leg. “O terrible! How many miseries are 
brought upon him by intemperance! I am con- 
fident it was Mr. who let him have the rum, 
and although he has gained a few cents, many will 
curse his habitation ; and Tam afraid that he wil! 
one day have an awful account to give for such 
doings.” Mr. Y—— in a drunken fit murdered 
his wife, and cut his own throat. “ O, horrible! 
How unfeeling must Mr. —- ___ be to sell rum to 
such a monster!” Uafeeling indeed; but be 
wiJl run any hazard for the sake of 4 few cents.— 
I am afraid such unrighteous gains will one day 
eat his flesh like fire. Mr. K—-~—— was found 
dead in the road this morning, and the jury gave 
in their verdict, that he died in consequence of 
drinking too freely of ardent spirits. ‘ Who let 
him have it?” Mr.——. “ What for?” For 
the sake of a few cents. ‘ Dear me! I would not 
bear the sins of this and other similar crimes for 
all he gains, a thousand times told! O to bring 
such grief upon the poor widows, and helpless 
family istoo much. How strange is it, that rather 
than not keep ram to sell, he will venture almost 
every thing, even the curse of his Maker. O 
that I could persuade retailers not to deal in rum. 
Their profits might beless; but God would give 
them more pleasure, ifthey did it for conscience 
sake. But how can they even sleep at night, while 
the tears and prayers of widows and destitute fam- 
iiies, are pouring out before God, from beds of 
straw, at midnight. See the poor famished chil- 
dren with no one to teach them to fearGod. Bat 
I forbear to say more. Dear reader, will you 
not be persuaded, neither to buy, sell or drink any 
more rum? I tell you that eternity will throw 


new light upon this subject. O, consider of it in 
time. CRITO. 











INTERESTING LETTER FROM CANADA. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Joseph Christ- 
mas to one of the Editors of the New-York 
Observer, dated, 

MonTreaL, Dec. 27, 1827. 


A pious friend related to me recently an inter- 
esting case of religious experience, with which be 
was personally acquainted ; and having requested 
him to state the circumstances in writing, [ now 
transmit to you the account to be disposed of as 
you may judge expedient. He states that Mr. B. 
resides about two miles from the village of 
My friend, who visited him shortly after bis con- 
version, had the following account from his own 
lips. He is now a man of a large family, and past 
fifty years ofage. When about eleven years old, he 
was under serious impressions for sometime, which 
were succeeded by a joy and peacet hat con- 
tinued for about a fortnight. At the end of this 
time doubts and fears began to prevail, and becaine 
so distressing that he concluded to disclose hi: 
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ease to a Baptist preacher who occasionally 
held meetings in the, neighborhood of his fath- 
er’s. Upon the distlosure of his feelings, he 
was told that his was a hopeless case: that it 
was impossible that be should be renewed again 
unto repentance, and that he must be forever 
miserable. One can scarcely help supposing 
that the lad must have mistaken his meaning. 
However that may be, he so understood bim; 
and it produced an awful impression which 
strengthened with his age, and accompanied 
him through all the scenes of life for nearly 40 
years. He was prospered in his business and 
family, and with a heart at ease, might have en- 
joyed what the world calls happiness. “ But to 
me,” said he, “there was none. Every thought 
has been embittered by the idea of ‘ no hope for 
me.” Ihave led a dreadful life, being at times so 
depressed and weighed down that I could not at- 
tend toany business.” The united testimony oi 
his neighbors fully confirmed his statement with 
regard to the melancholy state of his mind, though 
they were ignorant of the cause and supposed it 
to be constitutional. He proceeded with his rela- 
tion tomy correspondent. “ About six week ago, 
Mr. Christmas was about here preaching. I wei 
out of curiosity to hear him ; and heard what 
I durst not give credit to, that there was mercy 
even for me. I cannot tell you the workings of 
wny mind. | wanted to retain and cherish the hope, 
even if I should be finally lost. Mr. C. return- 
ed home, and my mind continued to fluctuate 
between hope and despair for some, time until 
I attended a Methodist meeting where I heard the 
same blessed words, that there was mercy even for 
the worst and vilest, even for me who had been so 
long without hope.” Suffice it to say he did not 
rest, until he found joy and peace in relying on the 
atoning blood of Jesus. His chief concern now 
was, for the conversion of his wife ; and for three 
daysand three nights he neither ate nor slept but 
employed his whole time in prayer to God for her, 
and in urging and persuading her to turn to God ; 
nor did he cease till his desires were accomplished. 
My friend had this interview with him a few days 
after, and then found Mr. B. and his wife, together 
with a son and daughter, all rejoicing in the hope 
of the glory of God. About the same time a bro 
ther and his wife, without the application of any 
means, either of the word or providence of God, 
were awakened and hopefully converted in anoth- 
er _ of the neighborhood. 

hortly after Mr. B.’s conversion, he sent for his 
pastor, an Episcopal clergyman, to tell him what 
wonderful things the Lord had done for his soul. 
But this master in Israel knew nothing of these 
things, and spent some time to convince him that 
the only regeneration which takes place is at the 
baptismal font!! 

In the month of October I made an exchange 
with the Rev. Mr. Henderson, the very excellent 
clergyman of St. Andrews, a village about 45 miles 
west ofthis. While there, a religious attention 
commenced, which induced me, with a short in- 
termission, to spend nearly a month there ; during 
which time above 24 persons became hopeful sub 
jects of renewing grace, and 8 or 10 have since 
been added to the number. For about six weeks 
there has been a more than ordinary seriousness 
among my people. The inquiry meetings have 
been sometimes well attended. About twenty 
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persons give the usual evidence of having been 
born again within thattime. But Zion does not 
travail, and I fear lest these favorable indications, 
like the revival last winter, should decline for 
want of more assistance: [ mean ministerial help. 

I have also learned from good authority, that 
there exists much anxiety respe Mong religion 
among the native Canadians (who are all French 
Catholics,) iv a settlement on the Grand river. At 
one of the Methodist prayer meetings, seven of 
them led in prayer not long since. This is a new 
thing for Canada, 

All these facts, my brother, prove to us that the 
Creator of the ends of the earth who fainteth not, 
neither is weary, has not forgotten the existence of 
His church, in our neglected land. In the hope 
of Zion’s friends and ours,’ remember us at a 
throne of grace. [ am, Dear Sir, 

Yours’ sincerely, 
JOSEPH S. CHRISTMAS. 


REVIVALS IN GEORGIA. 


Extract of a letter from one of the Senators in the 
Legislature of Georgia, to his friend, dated, 
Milledgeville, Nov. 22d, 1827. 

You no doubt have heard the joyful news of the 
many and still continued revivals of religion 
through the middle and upper counties of this 
State. There has been little or no cessation to 
these happy occurrences since the commencement 
in Athens, in the autumn of 1826, and strange to 
tell, you rarely meet with an attorney who has not 
united himself with one church or the other, 
From what I can learn, the Methodist and Presby- 
terian churches receive much of the larger pro- 
portion of converts. 

In one, or it may be two, of the Judicial Cir- 
cuits of Georgia, the judges, together with all the 
bar have bceome pious, and the consequence is that 
iv those circuits the business of each) day’s session 
is opened by prayer, either by the Judge himself, 
or some member of the court. I can give you no 
stronger proof of the feelings that at present pre- 
vail, upon this important subject, than merely the 
fact, that with little or no opposition, we were able 
to pass a resolution appointing a Committee to in- 
vite some Minister of the Gospel to open the sit- 
ting of each of our houses with prayer every day. 

[Charleston Obs. 
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Ovituary. 

In this city, on the 9th inst. Mrs. Tryphena Gilbert, 
widow of the late Mr. Timothy Gilbert, aged 65. Mrs. 
G. sustained the Christian character through life, by 
a steady adherence to the duties enjoined by religion ; 
on the evening previous to her death she attended 
a meeting of the members of the church to which she 
belonged—en joyed as good health as usual, and the 
next morning while in the act of filling a lamp, she sud 
deuly fell and expired without a groan. 

In this city, on the 6th inst. Mrs. Munger, aged 22, 
wife of Mr. George N. Munger.—A child of Mr. 
Chandler Parkus, aged 4. 

In this city, on the 12th inst. Mr. Almon Blakeslee, 
aged 39. 

In this city, on the 14th inst. a Child of Mr. Timo- 
thy Dwight, aged 16 months. 

At North Haven, on the 13th inst. a Child of Mr. 
Chas. K. Shipman, aged 2 years. 

At East Windsor, Mr. Sam'l Skinner, aged 73. 

[Deaths in Hartford the past vear, exclusive of West 
Hartford aod the Almshuuse, 154 —West-Hartford, 20.} 
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THE WAKENING. 


“ While day arises, that sweet hou of prime.” 


How many thousands are wakening now! 
Some to the «ongs of the forest bough, 
To the rustling leaves at the lattice fane, 
To the chiming fall of the latter rain. 





And some, far out on the deep mid-sea, 

To the dash of the waves in their foaming glee, 
As they break into spray on the tall ship’s side, 
That holds through the tumult her path of pride. 


And some—oh ! well may their hearts rejoice, 
To the gentle sound of a mother’s voice ; 

Long shall they yearn for that kindly tone, 
When from the board and the hearth ’tis gone. 


And some in the camp, to the bugle’s breath, 
And the tramp of the steed on the echoing heath, 
And the sudden roar of the hostile gun, 

Which tells that a field must e’er night be won. 


And some in the gloomy convict cell, 

To the dull deep note of the warning bell, 

As it heavily calls them forth to die, 

While the bright sun mounts in the laughing sky. 


And some to the peal of the hunter’s horn, 
And some to the sounds from the city borne ; 
And some to the rolling of torrent floods, 

Far ‘midst old mountains, and solemn woods. 


So are we roused on this chequer’d earth, 
Each unto life hath a daily birth, 

Though fearful or joyous, though sad or sweet, 
Be the voices which first our upspringing meet. 


But One must the sound be, and One the call, 
Which from the dust shall awake us all! 

Owe though to sever’d and distant dooms-- 
How shall the sleepers arise from their tombs ? 





————— 
-_~— 





HOUSE OF MOURNING. ° 
A TRACT ANECDOTE. 


My reverend father, some years since, while pay- 
ing his bill to the landlady of a house where he had 
put up for a night, gave her, without knowing her 
family history, and without any observations, the 
same Tract | have mentioned, ‘A friendly visit to 
the house of mournieg.”’ In 1824,I think it was, I 
had occasion to call at the same inn. Upon hearing 
my name, the hostess invited me into her private 
sitting-room, and related to me the manner in which 
the Tract had been presented to her. She told me 
further, that she had then very recently buried a be- 
loved daughter, and was weeping over her loss in all 
the anguish of that “ sorrow which worketh death.” 
At first, she was only anxious to know to whom she 
was indebted for the Tract; but curiosity soon led 
her to examine the gift itself, and God blessed it to 
her conviction, her conversion, and her lasting consola- 
tion. Then the Tract became her pocket companion 
--indeed she mever parted with it, but when some 
friend or wveighbor was in affliction. In fulfilling 
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such errands of mercy it had become much worn, and 
at last was lost, at least to its owner. Oh, how often 
have [ thought of the earnest manner ia which she en- 
treated me, if possible, to get her another ! 

{-4m. Tract Mag. 


AWFUL IGNORANCE. 


A poor man whw has been a good deal respected 
for the regularity of his habits, and the faithful man- 
ner in which he has discharged the daties of his sta- 
tion as a servant, has recently been laid aside by an 
affliction which will most probably terminate his Ife. 
On being asked concerning the state of his soul, to mr 
utter astonishment his replies evinced au ignorance 
which inmay be equalled but certainly never was ex- 
ceeded by any thing which our missionaries in hea- 
then countries ever met with. ‘‘Do you know 
that you are fa sinner,” it was inquired: ‘I don't 
know what you mean,” he replied. “ Do you know 
who Jesus Christ is?” ‘‘No!” “Have you never 
heard of him?” “ Why, I recollect my grandmother 
talking about him a many years ago, but I don’t know 
any thing about him!’ These were the actual replies 
of this old man who is a grandfather himself, who al- 
ways considered himself a good Christian, and was 
so considered by others; and who, notwithstanding, 
was about to leave the world as ignorant of the first 
principles of the doctrines of Christ as any of the hu- 
man race.----Home Miss. Mag. 


REASONINGS OF AN ANXIOUS PERSON. 


I was much discouraged by an apprehension that I was 
one of the non-elect’ AsI was walking one day, and 
meditating in solitude and anxiety, I reasoned thus with 
myself: “ A Saviour has come to open a way for the sal- 
vation of sinners, Salvation is offered, and the terms are 
staied. The offer is to all, and the terms are the same to 
all. In God there is noinsincerity. To Him belong se- 
weret things, things oaly which are revealed belong to me. 
There can be no decree which frustrates the divine prov. - 
ises. If f comply with the terms, the promised benefits 
aremine. It concerns me to make my election sure by 
adding to my faith virtue, &e. By faith and patience J 
may inherit the promises.” By thus arguing with myself, 
my anxiety was relieved and my mind composed.—La- 
throp. 


SUBJECTS FOR THE PULPIT. 


“The preacher of everlasting truth, has certainly the 
noblest subjects that ever elevated and enkindled the sou! 
of man. Not the intrigues of a Philip, not the plots of a 
Cataline : but the rebellion of angels, the creation of a 
world, the incarnation and death of the Son of Ged, the 
resurrection of man, the dissolution of nature, the gene- 
ral judgment, and the final confirmation of countless mil- 
lions of men and angels in happiness or misery. No sub- 
jects are so sublime ; none are sv interesting to the feel- 
ings of a reflecting audience. No orator was himself 
ever so deeply interested in his subject, as a godly 
minister is in the truths which he presses upon his aad 
ers. If on any topic he can become impassioned, and be 
carried beyond himself, it is on the theme of immeorta! 
love, and the everlasting destinies of men.”’ 





Greatness may procure a mana tomb, but goodness 
alone can deserve an epitaph. 
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